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The relation between what we see and what we know 
is never settled. Each evening we see the sun set. We 
know that the earth is turning away from it. Yet the 
knowledge, the explanation, never quite fits the sight.
John Berger, Ways of Seeing

https://www.ways-of-seeing.com/ch1


30,240,577 Suns (from Sunsets) from Flickr (Partial) 03/04/16

(2006 - ongoing)


Sunset Portraits from Sunset Pictures on Flickr (2010 - ongoing) Screen Sun (2014)



Sun/Screen/Scan (2018)



What do you collect?



What do you not collect?



Katalog
Barbara Iweins

https://katalog-barbaraiweins.com/


12,795







On Missing Data Sets: Why are they missing?
Mimi Ọnụọha

Those who have the resources to collect data lack the 
incentive to. 



The data to be collected resist simple quantification. 



The act of collection involves more work than the 
benefit the presence of the data is perceived to give.



There are advantages to nonexistence.

https://github.com/MimiOnuoha/missing-datasets


The Library of Missing Datasets
Mimi Ọnụọha

lacuna = a gap or missing piece in a collection of historical records



Water Bearer
Lorna Simpson



Here in this image the keeper of history, the griot, the 
one who bears water as life and blessing, is a black 
woman...She is refused that place of authority and voice 
that would allow her to be a subject in history. 



Yet this refusal is interrogated by the intensity of the 
image, and by the woman’s defiant stance. By turning 
her back on those who cannot hear her subjugated 
knowledge speak, she creates by her own gaze an 
alternative space where she is both self-defining and 
self-determining.

bell hooks, Lorna Simpson’s Water Bearer (Artforum)

https://www.artforum.com/features/lorna-simpsons-waterbearer-204264/


Three Figures, 2014
Lorna Simpson



Anyway / Ultra Brooklyn Blue
Lorna Simpson





A Living Man Declared Dead
Taryn Simon

The empty portraits represent living members of a 
bloodline who could not be photographed. 



The reasons for these absences are included in the 
text panels and include imprisonment, military 
service, dengue fever and women not granted 
permission to be photographed for religious and 
social reasons.









“What is, for me, the present moment? The 
essence of time is that it goes by. Time already 
gone by is the past, and we call the present the 
instant in which it goes by. But there can be no 
question here of a mathematical instant.”

Matter and Memory
Henri Bergson



Alphabetical Diaries
Sheila Heti





Untitled (Crowds and Graveyards)
Penelope Umbrico



Milk Splash
Penelope Umbrico

http://www.penelopeumbrico.net/index.php/project/milk-spash/

